
 

 

FORD TAURUS (2003) 

DOOR AJAR SWITCH location  and fix 

 

Much has been written about Ford‟s dumb switch. It has problems galore, and the Engineer that came up 

with the idea and design should be summarily shot by a firing squad. 

 

The switch is attached to the bottom of the door  latch assembly located inside the door. To get at it 

requires a masters degree in Automotive Investigation and Maneuvering 101. 

 

I will not go into how it is reached, as, if you can do it, you do not need my missive and if you can‟t then 

you should not try and with my fix, you will not need to. 

 

Pictures are attached, so you can see the culprit and the problem. 

 
 

This is the DAS  in my fingers. The rest of the door lock assy is to the right. 

 

The switch is  removable and repairable, but I do not recommend it. Too much trouble. First, let me show 

you the culprit in detail: 



 

 

 
 

Then when it is taken apart: 

 

 
 Inside you can see the grease and RUST on the contacts. In the center is the spring.  On top of the spring is 

the plastic piece with the sliding contacts.  



 

 

 
There is a blue rubber „cap‟ that sits over it to protect it from the elements and the plunger… 

 

 

  
And, as you can see there is a rip in the rubber cap. Thus, any time you wash the car, it allows more water 

into the switch, Please forgive the fingernails…… 

 

My recommendation/fix, is to find the two wires that go to this switch (on the 2003 they are black for 

ground, and  yellow with black stripe).   

 

Remove the  bottom plastic kick panel to gain access to the wires that go from the passenger compartment 



 

 

to the driver‟s door.  

 

Remove the door panel and plastic sheet. There are two sets of wire runs that go from the handle area to the 

door latch. One set is to the door lock and the other (the one you want) that runs to the Door Ajar Switch. 

They are the two wires, black and  the yellow/with black stripe wires.  

 

 Cut that set of wires in a way as to make it possible to reconnect them in the future.  On some cars you will 

get lucky because there is a connector right at the point you want to cut, so all you need to do is disconnect 

it. Strip about ¼ inch form the two wires and using a multi-meter find the two wires “AFTER” they had 

gone into the passenger compartment (or, before they have gone from the passenger compartment into the 

door). There are a bunch of wires that you need to search here, that is why the multi meter..for the final 

tests to ID it..  Connect a alligator clamp to one of the wires and search for that wire inside the car. Pull it 

loose enough to separate it from the loom of wires, and cut a bit of the insulation off from the wire. Put the 

other end of the multi-meter to that piece of wire. If it is the same one, you will hear the tone of the multi-

meter.  

 

Next find the other wire and then carefully remove some of the insulation and solder a jumper wire to  each 

of the wires (approximately 12” long). Now, or before hand would be nice, got to a junk yard and find an 

old Ford that has the switch in the door frame. Use a 5/8” wrench and remove the switch nut. Then just pull 

it out far enough to cut  the wires off.  I found a 95 Taurus that had the switch I wanted. I paid $4.16 for 

three that I pulled off two cars in the yard. The other two switches???  You never know when you will need 

one. 

 

Back at home, locate a good location in the door frame of the car, but low so that you will have room to 

work in the little pocket in the side panel. On the 2003, I drilled it at about the same height as the lower 

hinge.  

 
 

 

Drill a 7/16 or so hole into the door frame and tap the hole, then insert the switch. Connect the switch wires 

to the 12 inch wires you made above. Tape or seal with liquid tape.  

 

In the door, tape or seal the two wires that you cut to the Door Ajar Switch and tie them back so they do not 

rattle inside…same for the end of the wire that is left. Make them all fast to the door or the sound will drive 

you nuts. 

 

Reassemble all parts, and you are done. The switch is now one that has worked for decades and you should 

have no more problems with it. You can do the same to the other doors, but they rarely cause the problem. 

 

 


